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ATTENDANCE 
At the Special Cabinet Meeting of August 22. 1968 



MEMBERS OF THE CABINET 



Vice President Humphrey 
Secretary Rusk 
Secretary Fowler 
Secretary Clifford 
Attorney General Clarl< 
Postmaster General Watson 



Secretary Freeman 
Secretary Smith 
Secretary Wirtz 
Secretary Cohen 
Secretary Weaver 
Secretary Boyd 



STAFF AAEMBERS AND OTHERS 



Governor Daniels 
Nat Davis 
Ernest Goldstein 
Ed Hamilton 
Bpb Hardesty 
Jim Jones 
John Macy 
Leonard Marks 
Mike Manatos 



Charlie Murphy 
Art Okun 
DeVier Pierson 
George Reedy 
Walt Rostow 
Larry Temple 
Charles Zwick 
Ed Fried 



- AGENDA 
Special Cabinet l^lng. Auiust22, 1968 



I. THE CZECHOSLOVAK [AN SITUATION 

Secretary Rusk (diplomatic and UN) 

Secretary Clifford (military) 
Leonard Marks (world press reaction) 



5 minutes 
5 minutes 
5 minutes 



II. SITUATION REPORT ON VIETNAM 



Secretary Clifford 



5 minutes 



III, REPORT ON Al RPORT CONGESTION 
AND AVIATION LEGISLATION 



Secretary Boyd 



5 minutes 



IV. LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM: Review of 
Current Status of Legislation 



Barefoot Sanders 
Joe Califano 
Mike Manatos 



10 minutes 



The President convened the meeting at 12:15 p.m. by reading from 
^hriefing paper prepared by the N^tiuona! Security Council on the 
situation m Chechoslovakia, {Attached at Tab A) 

The President continued with hie own interpretation: 

^'Yesterday morning, after going to other governments, we formalized 
a statement and issued it* We believe there is no baaic disf^greem^M 
in the U.S. Government on this policy. We do not believe that ai^y 
intervention is in oar interest. 

''But the cold war is not over^ Wa must be cautious of those In our 
owti coimtry who say that it is, that CommuBism isn^t Commiiniim 
anymore » 

*^Some of our people -mtm extremely discouraged*: * « But I' do- think feat 
we need to remember several agreements of mutual interest thmt we 
have with the Soviet Union* , . in .space, nuclc^^ r and consular treiitie#t 
our hopes on peaceful use of r^lurruc i:neT^y and to limit offensive and 
defensive weapons^ our hope& in the Middle East and in Vietnam* 

*^We have thought that we have been making progress* I cama away 
from Glasaboro really thinking that ihe Soviets would and could do 
something in Vietnam, I have been disappointed* Maybe the Soviets 
tried and failed and aon^t wa^t to admit it. They thought that they 
could help if we stopped the bombing so we undertook a 30-day ^ 
bombing pause. We did it even though our own people were anxious 
about the datiger, but we did it. 

ni don't trust them. But I do feel that we can talk and work with them. 
I put in the Manila Communique a promise thai we would poll out u-hen 
the violence ceased* I thought that would meet Mr. Gromyko s U^rm^ 
to me. Maybe yes, maybe no. Maybe he couldnH swing it- 

^^We^ve got to stay alert. President Truman waa , ^ 

^^^^^^^^^ktm^^^Mi^^^ marching mto nations w.th tanks. 
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SECRETARY RUSK 12:27~12;35 ' g 

"One factor restraining the Soviets was the political cost in world ^ 

terms, in their general propaganda position, in many bilateral 

relations, including U, Q. relations. \ JJ 

r 

ml 

.g Czechoslovakia ^ 



"For reasons kno^ only to themselves, they sent troops in on g 
Monday, going in becauseflae danger of letting Czechoslova 
go ak>ng was too great. 



"Let us be very clear about one thing. Military intervention means 
n»clear war. There is no mistake about, it. For us to intervene 
would mean World War III. So world public opinion is our resort. 
The USSR is particularly sensitive to this area of propaganda. It 
is a main instrument of their own policy. 

':|^oaHS'd'Mi,rkivwill givt you a briefing on the almost unanimous 
world opinion condeming the Soviet action. It is more unanimous 
than I would have guessed, 

"For example, we had a 13-2 United Nations vote condeming the 
Soviets, with only Russia and Hungary objecting. It is very possible 
that we could get a Special Meeting, with maybe 80-90 votes in the 
General Assembly, 

"It is the strongest and most violent world reaction that I have seen 
in many a day. It may have some restraint on the Soviets. They may 
not shoot Dubcek. It is very important that the voice of Czechoslovakia 
is still heard through its Ministers, its President and on clandestine 
radio.- ^ The passive resistance is widespread. There are 20, 000 
stedents in a square in Czechoslovakia right now, sitting down m 
,„Jp.ont of tanks. It could be a disaster. " 

'fh#„ Secretary proceeded to discuss the impHcations of Chechoslovakian 
4eirelo|iment8 on Vietnam policy. 



••There i« no orgaaic relationship between th* two. C»echo«lov*kia 

^nhfJ^ T^'^' ou„e«ts .U«k arouxKl Se^'er 

of the house because of Vietnam. There is all the difference m the 
worM between helping a little nation to which we are bound by treaty. 

to It elect its own Goveynment.. 20*,«>0 troops matching 
in without warning to deny a people «ie right to haw their ewa govern- 
ment. 

"Remember th« Dominican Republic. It was clear in two days aftter 
we had sent our troops in that the fight was about resstoring TrujUlo 
or setting- up a Castro Regime. So the OAS condenmed both and then 
a^&orized intervention, adding the troops of other nation* to our own. 

"People wiE try to muddy up this thing, to call black white, but th®y 
can't do it. 

"I hope this Cabinet will use all its infltience to stop it. ■,H?Tc>-mor rcnv, 
ne?!* week, next month, the decisions will still be th«ire. They will be 
tihe hard questions of offensive and defensive weapons* nuclear treatie 

:;ii^#es^|i»t,ig|'t 'm^' up oar l«id««i«%*!iy'*« It is fciiaver asw. 

^iiw|»ft^«««im»#^5&i ' Wemmt live tn ^the real world. 



Secretary Wirtz 

»»I agree 100% that Chechoslovakia and Vietnam Are aiterlv a-.iteront. 
I watched Channel 2 6 last night and George BaU wa» having quite 
atfacult a time in keeping Vietnam a«d C?:echo Slovakia apart, m 
maMBg the difference clear. The Czecbosiuvakian miracle r gave 
very genmne and moving speech, hut ho had trouble too I 
our positiontnust be to recognize that this is a very real problem. 

Secretary Rusk 

ftoiked Secretary Wirte for Ms thoughts, 

o« VlBtoam. but who do condemn the Scv.e. act.«> '» 

w. Vr-TaLo oreDaredfcr United Nation, action o» Vietnam if f^laiu> 

'rU^it t . wr;^ «.k that the Vie««n motion be in.c„b.d. 

• W'«»re r*&dy for it* " 



The Vice President referred to an NBC television program wlbere 
Kenneth Gailbraith had attacked V. S. poliey m ¥letoamt C0m|^ir»g 
it with Soviet action in CsachosloTakia, 

''1 called them tip to protest. I tMnk we need plenty of other spoketmem 
to speak up. . . not governmaBt men, not the Secretary of State^ hut 
other qualified men. The Vic€ President canH get involved, but we 
do need help* * , it would really hurt if people were allowed to grab 
this Cz$echoslovakiaB issue and turn it onus^i^' 



The President 12:36*12:40 

^'I am ^^nKious that the Cabinet get all the views- and .sp^^ak out-- 1 
doixH e2C|:NE^ct you all to be foreif li f oMcy experts, , * I want to take 
all the time needed to discuss aBd prepare Cabinet members for 
television and speeches^ » ♦ ♦ So if we ran a little over in this meeting 
t^day, I hope it' will be worthwihtle-i-^^i . • I wamt to hear your views and 
give you mine, so ask all the .questions that you can* 

^^I must observe that we have started with more troops than we have 
aaded up with* * , • I remember that Gailbraith lunched with me early 
on and .approved all that 1 was doings but he began looking for dis- 
engagement when things got worse* So many of the good soldiers that 
went In with us with the 1961 resolution have fallen by the wayside* 

^ * We :Want peace now worse than anyone in the world but with honor, 
wiaout retreat* There is a lot of talk about our bombing in Vietnam 
and now Saigon la under attack again. If we had rockets and bombs 
faW&ig <»^our capital,. I don^t think we wouW- aay there is any hiU. 



SECRETARY CLIFFORD I^: 40 - 1 2: 48 



a^ifc Sts^re*i?f "Clifford to give hia^ view-. 
Caiechoslovakian developments. 



^«^m mornmg on Chechoslovakia to s«e wimt we hraTeia*4. 



a* the Stat® DepArtment and the ru^t of ua. ft looked as if th« S»vi*t8 
naa maa« all effort a to reach an accommodation with th« Cz«ch»« 
The Sov4«t military had also Influenced the Cierna meeting. They 
brought along not only Koaygin and Breshnev, .but t«n or eleven 
Politburo members. The meeting aoemed to go well and the later 
Bratislava meeting seemed to go Just as well. The Toint Chiefs 
beHeve that the Soviets had indeed worked out an agreement. The 
fact that Kosygin and Breiha<r»? did nol go alone offers 8om« px<^ 
thaJ could not be overruled at home. 

"Militarily, it ha« been a very clever and sophisticated strategy. 
This is the fime of year when they usually hold their maneu-rers 
msL't&ie Czech border. The fact that the Red Army had divisions 
there did not disturb the Joint Chiefs, The Soviets apparently made 
att' agreement in Cierna, but they were not absolutely sure that it 
would float. When the Politburo met on Monday and decided to move 
on Czsechoslovakia, it was all set up the troops were there and 
msdy to go. They had rehearsed it and rehearsed it and rehearsed 
it, ■ -W© thi»k they must have had 300 planes and elements of 26 
divisions, some of them Bloc troops for appearance sake. It went 
exceedingly well. We had no warning. Their radio silence was 
good and it caused no alarm because they had done that on maneuvers 
before. We knew about it when Dobrynin told the President. 

"I h9iv« asked for a study to see if we should have known about it 
earliar, evm though the Joint Chiefe think not. 

"What does it mean to us? First, we hav« ^1^'^''^^^"^;^^^^^^ 
CmchB, no treaties. But the pretence of ^^i^-^^^^^^^^^^n 
Cechoelovakia and onthe ^^^^^^^ ^' ''^^^^^^^ 
do have treaties with, means that the Jomt Chiets are ve y 

..The Soviet army is just over the border now 'j^^^^^^ll^^^^^^ 
X donH think that the Soviets have any designs on Wmt Germ y 



"■VUv J.-iul i-lurim think (?,.,< (hi« lic^Vrh^miriM Ua« vr,y ^r^^ cOftlt- 

qtH.nC*»» U>r N Th.-v tr-i^t ih.u H Milglll h»>!(. lu ..vert n.nur o( t||« 

"It hr hrrii, uotu'iiilly, tv> ilu .i« lUr }'i«n«Ui«r«t A^tyii 4n<l »Mf 

Sri* vf>\A ry CUfforH th«»n gaw .-i hrl^f .r^|iort on i r.ufr^nl nituit i^ni 
in. Vl«{n<tni» 

"1*hrr«? hiji« hf,'r»i» goucl of iiilh 1.,'i.t^«ty Mtumt 4 ltiH# inattjly iw the 
Fr#«»» t. find .1 c»»'tftln ^hr^p'-likr qM^iUty among ilwm writer «. 
tAy« tt (in«l all »^**V M.* iHit thr t'<»ff>» tU» nut tiUi^poH it, 

*'Wr h.tvf ju«t !Hiuh'> ii i'i.in|M f MHHs u< ?u»v<Mt wt't'ka m i'Hil wHh I'Ofrc*! - 
pomliMH vviWkn now. nuriMfi <lwt iuuo l«ftt v*"*"-, w»* w<«ef* HO 
man it w^^fc; th*n yr.tr U i» IHU ,t \v.-.'K. Ho ihr^i-r wry rr.il »t.niht 
thAt th(«r« In ttill, Ihr Stm(h \- u-! n.,nu-u- ,t ..iu.t U io--* ••'lunv the- •i.uur. 
tu nrvrn w»«fK« >n 1>M.; «hr id, \ ,r! r.a n m' .nul (ruM^aiv t.'v, r:* hn,( 
.*4aO uunu h t.-: .'.HOO lor iho * o« vv^l^nnlUw. »<^voM w."r.Ur4 thi*. ViM^r. 

"Thr..c« rr.llv m> hill. Thr muMuv Im. h.-l roiroup .uul r..H;*>. 
to Tvi* 'rhf-M-.^ i« J. viM-Y oh.nr MuulttrltV' 

l»4 12 ii«.ieHf»d mm. 



THE mrABiau f%f, p^^^ 



[AHA. 



invasion and occupation of CzechoslovaW K w 
a^eMef at the Soviet-di^ected ^.t^aTaLt ^^^^ 

the act itself - which a British pai^r called «a blend of brutality and 
trickery' «- was widely judged to reveal »'moral and i»oHtical bankruptcy" 
of the Soviet system, failure to develop humane inititntloni, and the 
rettnticm of "imperialistic tactics." 

Mayi0r coniequences for the Soviet Union appeared to many commeriN^tors 
to he a dTSLsHc loss of prestige, especially in the developing worM, and 
a »€rt;bfiack for the Communist cause everywhere, 

Mmf observers feared that efforts toward East-West detente had suffered 
a SWere blow. However, some urged that the West should not despair. 
A leadilig West German paper, for example, argued that "detente poHcy 
Including the nuclear nonprolife ration treaty — must be reconsidered 
h«i mot cancelled. " 

Biltors saw other losses to the U.S. in the event, ^^-^f^^^J^^ 

of President Johnson's hopes -{'^^f^^!"^^^^ 
with a peacemaking trip to Moscow. A hardemng of U... 
Ham policy was widely predicted. 

*«^W|r«utralist paper in Paldatan wrote this morning: 

: ,1 ,„ 1. our gue.. ti.at tho.e *o are -rean^ . ^^^^ 

- W ™fr»d BKocking atrocities of the 

-v^Ks- tfc#'imli»d aggression aj* 




iliiill 



.■i" '.Vs. ' 



COPY LBj ummm 




^ Oslo, liberal DagWadet, No^^ayt^ second lar..«t 

y ^ecoM largest paper, commented: 

« <'This is a bleak dav in Etirr^r^^^^ . 

<iy xn iLuropaan history. The iox^x^h 
ccmsarvative wing within thi^ i J ^^^%n 

the upper hand La T ^ ^ leadership has gotten 

the uppci hand, and turned to the same methods the 
Russians applied to Hungary in 1956^ 

»Tha invasion order is a fatal decision ^j^hich will set back 
a European detente many yeara^ The invasion also ^ill 
immediately bring about an alarming iaternational situation*^* 

Wim paper declared that if the Cierna and Bratislava meetings were 
shown to be ''no more than window dressing « the USSR has committed 
a most outrageous betrayal Cs&echoslovakia ♦ * « ♦ Brutal military 

superiority has once again revealed its cruel face* 

The TASS announcement regarding the invasion, the paper said, ''is nothing 
but a cymcal-lie which ushers in ainister times. The entire world, there^ 
fore, will follow the events in tragic Czechoslovakia during the coming hours 
with fear and suspense*'' 




^>LBJ Has n^r^m His Best to Influe nce^ 



oviets^ 



«U3.ed the Czechoslovak the /Jirat.ons fo. a 

;•. Joviet leaders now have used their iro p ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
.;,;more Hberal society which the entire ir 
" developing. 

. F«st European skies today is th« 
%ut written in fire over ^^fj^l ^,,ich the pcNver- 

message that none may ^^^^^^^ They drowned Hungary 
loMers in Moscow do not app ^ ^^^^^ "'S!^ry. " 
mMoodMry-^-:^^-^^::^^ the events ^n Hungary. 

;^sibly even more grotesq ,,vakia mil not result 

' - ■ - ed that "the ta&over of ^^^^^.l^ar from the 

Illl msmmMM,:":^^^^ ^ Czech crisis. Bat 

ccllict between Ea^t - ^ --J^tbtl^ina "h^ sc.ne. to In- 

mmm^&i^'^^ ai :^ 






ill 



mm 
Bill 




"But what has happened will cause tremors throughout the 
free world and brand today's tyrants in the Kremlin as 
Stalin^s worthy heirs. A winter chill is settling aver a 
Europe which imtil now seemed to ««e clear slgn» of spring,*' ' 

Austria; "A Turning Point in History*' 

Xhe chief of Austria's radio and television news service described the 
cnt as the "third Prague tragedy in this century,. ♦ after the German 
sion in 1939 and the Prague putsch in 1948," » ^aa po«»a>le» hft SAM^i 
^Ccause Europe has been divided into spker es of influence for 20 f*»« 
so ttet one power cannot cotm^t the otfeir power's right to such action. 

MVfe can assume with almost 100 per cent eertaiBty that the 
events of this night will not entail any further dangerous 
levelopments • « 



biggest '° 

not retract what they saw a" 

censure S oviet action. — 

V "hi. paat night perhaps "^S-ls^„:::rnttCnr 
f of both the Soviet Un-"_-tI : fa«h ha._b_een Oe.troyeu 



A myth has c ollaps( 



■ , Prague radio caUed on „keiy. 
ToWvo Shlr^bun said &at Hungarian .nc.dent 

^ ; r,Zin caUn alxd not res^.*. ^^^^ rtelot'X.-- 

' ' , , blished extras, and ne«s a « ^^^^^ ^..e Cor 

Seoul papers pubUshe" . But the »>■ 

lte& rt. street bulletin boar from wi'' 

' # . ■ . Ceylon carried the i»va.>'-' 



Unlikelj 
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Communist BroadcaBla 



J408COW radio broadcast thia announcement: 

♦<TASS is authorized to state that party and 8tat« officials 
of the Czechoslovak Socialist liepublic appealed to the 
Soviet Union and other sociailfit »tate» to giv« the fralwnal 

iMM^-^choB^nM people^ wgent aid. including the mBimnce .„ ■ 

Jlil^fe.; ^^rmed fdrtes,*''-' 

I i V i.rr,<.d "calculations and miecalcuUtioni 

I A Pravd; "-'"7^ "c :troXvat^=P i-r «He .roubl. in C.ccho- 
, by the enemies o£ the OzcchosiovaK 

. B.ch.x«t radio .«>ay car^.i«a . ^^^^ . . .a 

1 Cteclioilovak Commumit party. ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

4 ■ ..A television managed to J^'f^^ '^^ntly. Br«adca«t«r 

•f ■•■•^agW! radio aad ^^^^"^^^^^.^ transmitters trtqu 

/ -MlM by changing ^^^^^^^^r^be occupying lorce«. " 



SM'UO REPORT ON VOA RROM)CA.:t ISVi-l 




The only cxpanaion uf VOA brou<i<'.H«t tl»? \u Har»>\'f8« 
vernacular lani.';uag»}(; is in the Ruu.-.i.-in i<iai,.:u'.!/- . 

•»j5ie nonaai eight -lumr brciaacaut., t.<> lfJur<ii«- Its Ri-:-'- *•«'«• 

21-liottr!.: and will run 'linger If Uv: i'.Mciirity "..n-ll 

proceediuga requ.lrfi . 

'■M ■ 

other languag.« are the normal orv-.h.ur - • ^ 

.-hour UkraidMH ono^ln.ur T^aiTian, ..u-lK.r 
«^Our Bsthonta.., twu-hour. Uun.;arln., 
r^liitoiTG Czech, oi«.-nf...,u 
f Slovene, one and nn^-haif t^'^r. : 

.giiali to Buropr. 1^ 
boors » 



Sei 



